
Practical Advice on Dealing with the 
Issues From Glass in School Buildings



What are the problems?



Too Hot?



Too Hot?



Too Hot?



Too Hot?



Too Cold?



Too Cold?



Too bright



Glass can be dangerous!



What makes a window (Glazing)
Glass Types
□ Clear
□ Tinted
□ Reflective
□ Low-e

Glass Strength
□ Annealed
□ Heat-Treated

(Heat-Strengthene
d)

□ Tempered

Window Constructions
□ Single Pane
□ Single Laminated
□ Single Low-e
□ Double Pane
□ Double Laminated
□ Double Low-e
□ Triple Pane

□ Endless Possibilities….



The Workplace (Health Safety and 
Welfare) Regulations 1992



Every window or other transparent or translucent surface in a wall or partition and 
every transparent or translucent surface in a door or gate shall, where necessary for 
reasons of health and safety:
be of safety material or be protected against breakage of the transparent or translucent 
material and…
be appropriately marked or incorporate features so as, in either case to make it 
apparent.

Regulation 14 



 a) Conduct a risk assessment of your glazing to determine whether or not there is a                   
risk of injury.  (Recommendations can be found in BS6262 Part 4).

b) Ascertain the type of glass and its safety rating within those critical locations.

c) Prepare a schedule of work to ensure that all glazing identified as unsafe for its 
location will be upgraded.

d) Document both the assessment and the schedule of work.

e) Monitor and review.  (Ensure the schedule of work is completed and any 
subsequent reorganisation does not create a new potential risk).

The Five Steps to Compliance



The Reality of Risk Codes



 Understanding Glass Types

Float – Annealed – Plate – Cast – Sheet

Toughened -  Tempered – Heat Strengthened – Heat 
Soaked

Laminated

Georgian Wired Polished Plate – Georgian Wired Cast – 
Georgian Wired Safety



Types of glass - Annealed

□ Produced by floating molten glass on 
a bed of molten tin and allowed to 
cool slowly 

□ Weakest of all glass types
□ Breaks into sharp, dangerous shards



Types of Glass - Tempered

□ Produced by reheating annealed glass and 
quickly cooling it

□ 4 times stronger than annealed glass

□ Breaks into small pieces reducing risk of 
personal injury

□ Meets EN12600



Types of Glass - Laminated

❑ Annealed Glass bonded 
together

❑ Cracks and deflects rather 
than breaks

❑ Meets EN12600



Window Film the Facts

□ Warranty/ Lifetime

□ Testing/Evaluation

□ Specification



Simple Risk Assessment



Too Bare?



The Way Forward
□ Free no obligation surveys

□  Full Documented Risk Assessments 
available.

□ Audit existing film specification and 
performance.



Thanks For Your Time

www.solartekfilms.com
0207 183 5563
enquiries@solartekfilms.com

Ben Hickling  Managing Director
David Purves Sales and Marketing
Bob Washer Business Development

□ Any Questions?

http://www.solartekfilms.com
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